
Welcome to DKLA  
Leading the Sustainability Revolution in US

Remember
• Mute your microphone
• Raise your hand or write in the chat, if you have any

questions or comments
• Or write to: kurt@erhvervnorddanmark.dk

Program Thursday April 15th from 17.00-18.00

17.00 - 17.05: Welcome/Kurt Bennetsen, Erhverv Norddanmark – Chamber of Commerce
17.05 - 17.15: Deputy Mayor of International Affairs, City of Los Angeles, Nina Hachigian
17.15 - 17.25: Director of International Trade and Investment, City of Los Angeles, Christine 

Peterson
17.25 - 17.35: VP Government Affairs and International Relations, Los Angeles Cleantech 

Incubator, Mike Swords
17.35 - 17.45: President, World Trade Center - Los Angeles, Stephen Cheung
17.45 - 17.55 Dialogue and questions
17.55 - 18.00: Summary and the next webinars – Erhverv Norddanmark – Chamber of 

Commerce and AXEL





GOAL and Background:

DKLA is af public-private partnership, financed by the Danish Energy Agency.
The Mission is to connect technology, solutions, know-how, culture and people/companies 
from Denmark with the city of Los Angeles, who has the most ambitious sustainability agenda in the US.



One BIG Market

3 physically separate areas, 50 states, 3141 counties, 10814 VAT regions and 39044 

municipalities



One BIG Market



Deputy Mayor of International 
Affairs, City of Los Angeles,

Nina Hachigian

Welcome to Los Angeles



Ambassador Nina 

Hachigian

Deputy Mayor of 

International Affairs 

City of Los Angeles 
Mayor Eric Garcetti appointed Ambassador Nina Hachigian to be the first Deputy Mayor of 

International Affairs for Los Angeles and the only one in the United States. Her office connects 

the world to L.A. and L.A. to the world. They build relationships with foreign partners to bring 
more jobs, opportunity, culture, ideas, and visitors to Los Angeles and to elevate L.A.’s 

international leadership, including on climate, inclusion, and innovation. They are also laying 
the foundations for Angelenos to welcome the world for the 2028 Olympic and Paralympic 

Games and to leave behind a great legacy for the City. 

From 2014 to 2017, Ambassador Hachigian served as the second U.S. Ambassador to the 

Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). During her tenure, the United States 
established a strategic partnership with ASEAN, held the first Leaders’ Summit in the United 

States, launched a Presidential initiative on economic cooperation, established the U.S.-ASEAN 
Women’s Leadership Academy and grew the youth program to over 100,000 members. She was 

awarded the State Department’s Superior Honor Award for her service. 

Earlier, Ambassador Hachigian was a Senior Fellow and a Senior Vice President at the Center for 

American Progress focused on Asia policy and U.S.-China relations. Prior to that, Ambassador 
Hachigian was the director of the RAND Center for Asia Pacific Policy for four years. 

Ambassador Hachigian served on the staff of the National Security Council in the Clinton White 
House from 1998-1999. She is the editor of Debating China: The U.S. – China Relationship in Ten 

Conversations (Oxford University Press, 2014) and co-author of The Next American Century: How 
the U.S. Can Thrive as Other Powers Rise (Simon & Schuster, 2008). 

Ambassador Hachigian was a founding Board member of the State Department’s International 
Security Advisory Board. She was also a founder and co-leader of Women Ambassadors Serving 

America (WASA), a group of some 200 current and former U.S. Ambassadors. She also co-
founded and currently co-chairs the Leadership Council for Women in National Security 

(LCWINS). 

She is an Advisory Board Member of the Pacific Council on International Policy, Foreign Policy 

for America and National Security Action, and a member of the Council on Foreign Relations. 
Hachigian received her B.S. from Yale University, magna cum laude, and her J.D. from Stanford 

Law School, with distinction. She lives in the great City of Los Angeles with her husband and 
children. 



Director of International Trade and 
Investment, City of Los 

Angeles, Christine Peterson

Introductionto the International 

Business Framework



Director of 

International Trade 

and Investment, City 

of Los Angeles

City of Los Angeles Director of International 

Trade & Investment - Mayor's Office January 

2019 - Present (2 years 4 months) 

Greater Los Angeles Area Office of the U.S. 

Trade Representative, Executive Office of the 

President Director for Innovation & 

Intellectual Property August 2015 - August 

2018 (3 years 1 month) 

U.S. Department of Commerce International 

Trade Specialist, Office of Intellectual 

Property Rights January 2010 - August 

2015 (5 years 8 months)



VP Government Affairs and 
International Relations, 

Los Angeles Cleantech Incubator,
Mike Swords

Introduction to Sustainability and 
Cleantech in Los Angeles



VP Government Affairs 

and International 

Relations at Los Angeles

Cleantech Incubator

Responsible for managing the organizations relationships with leaders at 

the local, regional, state and federal level. Swords also manages the 

Cleantech LA Innovation Hub, the LACI Leadership Council and 

international partnerships. From 2006-2014, Swords served as the Executive 

Director of Strategic Research Initiatives and Global Partnerships at UCLA. 

In this role, he was responsible for developing large, multi-disciplinary 

research centers and institutes. He was also responsible for developing 

partnerships with government agencies, foundations, industry and non-

profits, both here in the United States and abroad. Michael served as Board 

President for CleanTech Los Angeles (CTLA) from 2011-2014. CTLA was a 

consortium established to make Los Angeles the global leader in the 

research, commercialization, and deployment of clean technologies. 

Originally established as a multi-institutional collaboration between major 

research universities, utilities, major industry partners, cleantech start-ups 

and the City of Los Angeles, the organization has now merged with LACI. 

Michael currently serves as Board President of Climate Resolve, and has 

previously served on the Executive Advisory Committee for the UCLA 

Luskin Center for Innovation and the Board of the Los Angeles CleanTech

Incubator (LACI). Michael also serves on the LA-Israel Cooperation Task 

Force and also the Mayor Eric Garcetti’s Tech and Innovation Council.



DKLA 
April 15, 2021



Andre Herndon 
LACI Briefing

April 7, 2021



AGENDA



The Unlocking Innovation team 
manages:

● Startup Programs
● Investment Services
● Executives in Residence
● Impact Fund
● Business Support Services

Programs

Founders Business 
Accelerator

Impact-focused accelerator 
for small businesses

Innovators Program

Light-touch network access 
program for clean energy, 

zero emissions mobility, and 
circular economy  innovators

Incubation Program

Hands-on incubation 
services for supporting 
cleantech startups in 
Southern California

Market Access Program

Large scale pilot program for 
scaling cleantech startups in 

Southern California

Unlocking Innovation - Overview

LACI’s Incubation Program 
laci.org 
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Incubation Startups

COHORT 1
INCUBATION STARTUPS ALUMNI

COHORT 2
INCUBATION STARTUPS



$5M
Available for 

Eligible 
LACI Startups

8
Investments 

since 2019
Learn More Here

$100-500K
Range of 

LACI Impact Fund Check 
Sizes

(Avg. $250K)

The LACI Impact Fund functions as a tool to support our Incubation.

Companies in their pursuit of reducing Greenhouse Gas emissions,

improving air quality, creating jobs and building a green economy. As an

impact fund, we prioritize economic, social and environmental impact.

Environmental
GHG reduction, renewable energy 
generation, water savings and 
waste diverted

Social
Employment for minorities 
and the previously excluded

Economic
Jobs created, involvement 
In community

LACI Impact Fund

17
17

LACI’s Incubation Program 
laci.org 
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https://laincubator.org/laci-announces-first-year-of-investments-from-5-million-early-stage-impact-investment-fund/


LACI is helping founders across multiple programs succeed 

Incubation Market Access Founders Business Accelerator

South LA Cafe (FBA Cohort 2) is focused on building 

community through coffee, culture, and connection. 

With the advent of the pandemic, the cafe’s customers 

and revenue disappeared. The founders reached out to 

the City Council District Office for their area and 

coordinated a food preparation and delivery service to 

the senior homes in the community. Each meal was 

paid for by the City of LA. Although many cafes and 

restaurants have seen a nearly 100% drop in revenue, 

South LA Cafe’s monthly revenue increased by 

$25,000.

Envoy is focused on mobility as an amenity for 

communities (including apartments and condos).

LACI has partnered with Envoy to provide 

community based car sharing for low-income 

customers in Pacoima (with Pacoima Beautiful) 

and San Pedro (with HACLA).  While with LACI, 

Envoy raised an $11M series A round

Ampaire, a hybrid electric plane manufacturer, announced 

its agreement to be acquired by Surf Air to help scale 

electric aviation 

ChargerHelp!, an on demand service for EV charger 

maintenance, raised $2.75M in their seed round



Drive green job creation through continued 
public investment as well as infrastructure 
stimulus

Increase underrepresented populations in 
green industries through training for high-road 
employment opportunities 

1) Accelerate Economic Recovery 2) Bolster the Workforce Pipeline 3) Advance Equity and Inclusion
4) Clearly Define Green Jobs and 

Track Metrics

Improve evaluation of green industry 

performance metrics at the state and federal 

level

Build capacity to create more responsive and 
nimble workforce training for future segments 
of the green economy

In January 2021, LACI launched our Green Jobs Report, researched by HR&A Advisors, and funded by the California Workforce 
Development Board (CWDB) and City of Los Angeles Workforce Development Board, to offer an in-depth analysis of Green Jobs in 
Los Angeles County and lay forth a course of action to grow an economy in Los Angeles that is greener, stronger, and more 
inclusive. LACI commits to working with regional stakeholders and other partners to achieve our goal of creating 600,000 green 
jobs countywide by 2050--an ambitious yet achievable goal--by working together to implement the report’s recommendations.

Green Jobs Report

https://laincubator.org/wp-content/uploads/LACI-GREEN-JOBS-REPORT.pdf




The American Jobs Plan - President Biden's $2T+ 
infrastructure and climate change bill

LACI’s Incubation Program 
laci.org 
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- $174B in spending to “win the EV market globally”
- Install 500,000 EV chargers by 2030
- Replace 50,000 diesel transit vehicles
- $100B for power infrastructure
- $85B for modernizing public transit
- $25B for airports
- $115B to modernize bridges, highways, roads, streets in need of 
repair



LACI’s Incubation Program 
laci.org 
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LACI’s Incubation Program 
laci.org 

23

LA100: Renewable Energy Study / Collaboration with NREL

NREL found: 
- National Renewable Energy Laboratory concluded L.A. is capable of 

achieving 98% clean energy by 2030 and 100% by 2035
- Build solar farms, wind turbines and batteries as fast as possible. 
- Get solar panels on rooftops, electric cars in garages and electric heat 

pumps in homes. 
- Invest in energy efficiency and “demand response” programs 

Total cost of $86B



LACI’s Incubation Program 
laci.org 
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President, World Trade Center - Los 
Angeles, Stephen Cheung

Introduction to the Global Business 
Community



President of the World 

Trade Center Los 

Angeles (WTCLA) and 

Chief Operating 

Officer at Los Angeles 

County Economic 

Development 

Corporation (LAEDC)

Experienced President with a 

demonstrated history of working in the 

international trade and development 

industry. Strong business development 

professional skilled in Nonprofit 

Organizations, Grassroots Organizing, 

Government, Media Relations, and 

Coalitions



WORLD TRADE CENTER LOS ANGELES
STEPHEN CHEUNG

STEPHEN.CHEUNG@WTCLA.ORG
WWW.WTCLA.ORG



Click to add title

FDI IN CA
• 18,718 – FOE

FDI IN SOCAL
• 11,379 - FOE

FDI IN LA
• 5,113 - FOE

PLEASE TYPE IN YOUR NAME





Section Divider Title Here





Future Events

Read more at our landing page at erhvervnorddanmark.dk
International → DKLA – Export to the US

https://bit.ly/3dkn9KX

• Introduction to DKLA Program March 2nd

• Business First – Approaching and Engaging with the US March 30th

• Leading the Sustainability Revolution in the US Apr 15th

• Public Utility Without Equal in the US Apr 29th

• Electricity to 15 Million Users May 11th

• Commitment møde–STARTUP CAFÉ appx. Aug 20th

• Select LA Oct 20-21st

https://bit.ly/3dkn9KX


Questions ?

The view from the back of Hollywood-POSTER  

towards Los Angeles

“A slightly different angle”


